BRINDLE PARISH COUNCIL
Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on Monday 8 December 2025, at 7:30pm, at Brindle Community Hall, Water Street, Brindle, PR6 8NH

Present:	Councillor Louise Croasdale (Vice Chair, in the Chair)
		Councillor John Baldwin
		Councillor Pauline McGovern
		Councillor Bill Nelson
		Councillor Cath Singleton
		Councillor John Swann	
In attendance: Dianne Scambler (Clerk)

99.		Apologies and announcements
Apologies for absence were received from Councillors Darren Cranshaw (Chair), and Jane Greenway.

100.	Disclosure of personal or prejudicial interests
None.

101.	Minutes
The minutes of the Parish Council meeting held on Monday 13 October 2025, were agreed as a true and correct record for signing by the Chair.

102. Adjournment: Public Participation Session

(a) A resident attended the meeting to report ongoing flooding of the large pond on Pippin Street. Despite multiple complaints to Lancashire County Council, the problem remains unresolved. United Utilities recently installed a new main pipe but maintain that the excess water originates from surrounding fields. The Council noted that blocked gullies, caused by infrequent clearing by LCC Highways, are worsening the situation. The resident will provide photographic evidence to the Clerk, and the Council agreed to escalate the matter with County Councillor John Clemson, Cabinet Member for Highways.

(b) Councillor McGovern updated the Council on previously raised concerns regarding Breworth Manor. She advised that Chorley Council’s Planning Enforcement Team had inspected the matters reported by residents to ensure compliance with the relevant advice and guidance. The Council also noted that a new planning application had been submitted to Chorley Council and was currently out for consultation, including a request to relax conditions from an earlier planning approval. Councillor McGovern confirmed she would look into this further and continue to monitor the situation, reporting back to the Council if required.

(c) The Council considered a letter submitted on behalf of a resident of Bournes Row, Hoghton, seeking to identify the owner of a strip of land near their property with a view to improving it. The Council noted that this is a longstanding matter and, as Lancashire County Council Highways is responsible for maintaining grass verges, the enquiry should be directed to them in the first instance. The Clerk was asked to respond to the resident advising them to contact LCC Highways for further assistance.

103. Police Liaison
No updates had been received. The dates of future meetings had been shared. The Clerk assured the Council that any issues were still being reported through to the community policing team.

104. Brindle Community Hall
No update was available in the Chair’s absence.

105. Lancashire Association of Local Councils (LALC) Report

(a) The minutes of the LALC Chorley Area Committee held on 3 November 2025 had been circulated to the Council for information.

(b) No update was available in the Chair’s absence.

106. Chorley Borough Council/Lancashire County Council Update

(a) Councillor McGovern provided an update on the Big Impact Community Scheme funding available from Chorley Council. She advised that £1,500 had been allocated to the Parish Council to support plans to improve footpath access around the village, particularly along the Withnell Fold Circular Walk, including the installation of kissing gates to replace damaged or eroded stiles. As the project depends on the cooperation of landowners whose land is used for the stiles and pathways, the Leader of Chorley Council queried whether the scheme might be more appropriately managed directly by Chorley Council.

She further advised that Chorley Council had indicated they did not wish to repair the fencing at Denham Quarry, as doing so could increase access to higher, potentially unsafe areas. Instead, they suggested that the £2,200 allocated funding be used to repair the fencing around the car park. The Parish Council did not support this proposal, noting that enhancing the car park fencing could encourage further antisocial behaviour, an issue already being addressed by both the Parish and District Councils. It was also highlighted that the quarry fencing is the responsibility of Chorley Council, and that repairing it would help restrict inappropriate access by motorbikes and others who are damaging the site. The quarry is a valued local beauty spot and maintaining it appropriately would help preserve its appeal for residents and visitors.

Furthermore, Councillor McGovern reported that funding had been allocated to support residents affected by the impending closure of St Joseph’s Church. However, as Ampleforth had not yet determined the future of the Parish Hall, the Council’s involvement was currently limited to assisting with the establishment of appropriate governance processes.

(b) The Clerk reported that she had circulated the preferred Local Government Reorganisation submission paper for information. The paper outlined Chorley Council’s support for the proposal to establish four unitary authorities across the Lancashire area.

107. Planning Reports

The meeting discussed recent planning applications with no observations made.

108. Parish Finance

(a) Accounts payable and income received.

The Council approved the following payments:

	Name/Organisation:
	Details:
	Amount:

	K Milnes
	Clerks’ salary – April (owed)
	£692.00

	D Scambler
	Clerks’ salary - November
	£520.00

	
	Mileage Claim (4 months)
	£36.00

	
	Stationery
	£13.60

	HMRC
	Tax & NI contributions - November
	£164.95

	Whitehead & Aldrich
	Quarterly payroll management fee
	£108.00

	Brindle Hall Committee
	Hire of Hall (November)
	£20.00



The Council noted the following receipts:

	Name/Organisation:
	Details:
	Amount:

	HMRC
	VAT Return
	£1760.14

	Chorley BC
	CIL
	£2896.83



The Council noted a bank balance of £27,316.01 as of 31 October 2025.

(b) Bank update

The Clerk reported that applications had been submitted to open both a current account and a savings account with Unity Trust Bank. The next steps required the provision of three authorised signatures from the Chair, Vice Chair and Clerk, together with the supporting evidence requested. Once the accounts had been approved, a date would be agreed for transferring the existing account from the Co‑operative Bank to Unity Trust Bank. 

Arrangements would then be made to ensure that authorised personnel had secure access to the online banking app. Unity Trust Bank would manage the transfer of all Direct Debits and ensure that any payments made to the former account were redirected for an extended period, maintaining continuity and safeguarding the Council’s financial operations.

(c) 2026/27 Budget proposals

The Clerk presented the draft budget for 2026/27, outlining the proposed expenditure of £12,215.76 and explaining the key assumptions underpinning the figures. These included an anticipated 2.5% pay award, inflationary increases across several contracted services, and the return of some budget lines to normal levels following one‑off costs incurred during the current financial year. The Clerk also highlighted areas where expenditure had been adjusted to reflect actual usage, such as venue hire, mileage, and equipment costs.

Members considered the proposed projects budget of £5,000 for 2026/27, which included allocations for the Parish Pound Information Board, legal costs associated with the Parish Pound title application, and improvements to public rights of way. The Council also noted that £3,000 remained unspent from the 2025/26 projects budget, including the £2,000 Neighbourhood Grant from Chorley Council that must be used by March 2026. The Clerk advised that the Chair and Clerk would meet to agree a way forward to ensure the grant could be utilised within the required timeframe.

Members discussed the risk of losing the grant if work could not commence before the deadline and considered options for earmarking reserves to safeguard project delivery. The Clerk confirmed that the proposed budget allowed sufficient flexibility to support ongoing and emerging priorities.

Following consideration of the financial position, project commitments, and the rationale provided, the Council agreed to approve the draft budget and proposed projects for 2026/27.
(d) 2026/27 Precept
The Clerk presented a detailed report outlining the financial position of the Parish Council and the considerations required in setting the Precept for the financial year 2026/27. The report included an overview of current balances, anticipated expenditure, earmarked reserves, and projected income from grants and Community Infrastructure Levy (CIL) receipts.
Members noted the Clerk’s explanation that the Parish Council is wholly reliant on the precept for its operational income, with grants and CIL funding being ring‑fenced for specific projects and therefore not available to support day‑to‑day administration. 
The Clerk also provided an update on CIL income, including amounts received to date and further receipts expected before the end of the financial year. Members noted that CIL funding must be spent on permanent infrastructure projects and may be subject to repayment if unspent within five years.
The Council reviewed the projected year‑end balance of £18,806.44, including £13,200.26 held in earmarked reserves for CIL, grants, and specific project allocations. The remaining unallocated balance of £5,506.18 was noted to be higher than anticipated due to underspends on parish projects. Members recognised that this, combined with the existing general reserve of £3,000, provided a stronger reserve position than in previous years.
The Clerk reminded Members of the Joint Panel on Accountability and Governance (JPAG) guidance recommending that small parish councils maintain reserves equivalent to approximately 12 months of expenditure. Members discussed the longer‑term ambition to build general reserves to between £15,000 and £20,000, particularly in light of the limited CIL income available to Brindle compared with larger parishes.
Two options for the 2026/27 Precept were presented:
Option 1: Precept of £18,716.00, including a £1,500 contribution to reserves (Band D: £39.44)
Option 2: Precept of £15,216.00, including a £3,000 contribution to reserves (Band D: £31.96)
Members considered both options in detail. They noted that sufficient CIL funding was already available to progress the outstanding projects carried forward from 2025/26, and that the higher contribution to reserves under Option 2 would better support the Council’s long‑term financial resilience. Members also discussed the impact on residents and agreed that Option 2 represented a proportionate and responsible balance between maintaining financial stability and limiting increases to the Council Tax burden.
Resolved:
Following full consideration of the Clerk’s report and the financial implications of both options, the Council unanimously agreed to adopt Option 2 and set the Precept for 2026/27 at £15,216.00, resulting in a Band D equivalent charge of £31.96. A 24.56% decrease from the previous year.
The Clerk was authorised to submit the Precept demand to Chorley Borough Council.
	(e) Payroll service provider
The Clerk presented a review of the Council’s current payroll arrangements with Whitehead & Aldrich, following a request to compare these with a new offer from Morecambe Town Council’s Payroll Service. 
The review confirmed that the existing provider offers a comprehensive service at a fixed monthly fee, including an account manager and free processing of amended payslips, with no additional charges. In contrast, while the alternative service appeared competitive, it included a £50 set‑up fee and charges for payroll reruns, making it less cost‑effective for a small council with straightforward payroll needs. 
The Council noted the long‑standing positive relationship with Whitehead & Aldrich and agreed that the current arrangement remained the most economical and reliable option. It was therefore resolved to continue with the existing provider.

109. Environmental Issues and Concerns

A concern was reported regarding a broken stile on Footpath FP0903001 (Report Reference: PRW‑157716), located on the right‑hand side of the footpath leading from Marsh Lane between Marsh Lane Farm and Leigh Farm, continuing down the path across Whave’s Brook towards Ollerton Bridge No. 2.

Lancashire County Council has now actioned this report. The damaged stile has been removed and replaced with a new kissing gate, restoring safe access along the route.

Members were also informed that Lancashire County Council has also completed improvement works on previously reported Footpaths FP0907027 and FP0921008, with new gates installed at the access point on Marsh Lane, Brindle, and on the section near the Canal towpath leading down from Lower Simpson Fold. The Council welcomed these upgrades, which further enhance accessibility and safety along the parish’s PROW network.

110. Parish Council Projects
The Clerk and the Chair had committed to meeting to consider the available options and determine a suitable way forward for the project.

111. Closure of Brindle St Joseph’s Church and Parish Hall 
No further updates were provided.

112. Date of next meeting
Monday 12 January 2026, at Brindle Community Hall commencing at 7.30pm.

										
								
The meeting ended at 9.00pm
